
EXETER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (1992) LIMITED 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Held at 5.45pm on Monday 12th November 2018 at Hotel du Vin Exeter, Magdalen St, Exeter EX2 

4HY. 

PRESENT  

Mark Pellow (Chairman)  Vickery Holman  
Laura Seaward      Bishop Fleming 
Joanne Caine     Cathedral Appointments 
Derek Phillips (Vice President)  Exeter Phoenix   
Steve Campion    Exeter College 
Matthew Roach    Exeter Airport 
Andrew McNeilly   Guildhall Shopping 
Chris Lorimer    South West Growth Service 
Nick Baxter-Sibley (Vice Chairman) Signs Express  
Sara Bond (Vice President) 
Clodagh Murphy 
Lisa Vanstone    Exeter Chamber of Commerce 
Alyson Stenner    Exeter Chamber of Commerce 
 
Over 30 Chamber members were also in attendance.  
 

MP welcomed Chamber members to the meeting and updated on the year gone by:  

Since taking the helm of Exeter Chamber of Commerce in November 2017, I have enjoyed getting to 

know many more of our members, in the Chamber’s 151st year. 

Exeter College continues to thrive, with successes including being named STEM FE College of the 

Year and opening a state of the art £3 million ‘Advanced Engineering Centre” at the Sowton site. 

The University is drawing people from around the world to our city, with students and world leading 

academics helping to put Exeter on the map globally. In September, the University of Exeter was 

ranked best in the region, overtaking Bath, and 12th in the UK by The Times and Sunday Times Good 

University Guide 2019. The 

University, the Met Office and Exeter City Futures have been joined by other leading institutions in 

the region, to launch the Environmental Futures and Big Data Impact Lab at the Met Office HPC 

building this year. The 6.4 million initiative aims to bring the region’s businesses together with its 

huge academic expertise to meet future global environmental and big data challenges. 

This year we have said hello to IKEA – which opened on May 2018 and brought 300 jobs into the city. 

Lidl opened their 50,000 sq. metre distribution centre with 500 jobs. The Science Park is close to 

opening its two new grow on buildings, which are already fully let, with plans underway for a new 

engineering centre housing a vibration simulator for exploring how people experience motion and 

vibrations in the build environment. In sadder news, and reflective of the national high street, retail 

sector continuing difficulties, we are sorry to see that House of Fraser will leave the city in the New 



Year. We hope that a new tenant is found soon and will do our utmost to support the city council 

and other stakeholders in this. 

The Chamber has put on some 50+ events for 2000+ delegates this year, including for the first time a 

very successful Summer Bash at the Deer Park, a marketing seminar with the Chartered Institute of 

Marketing and a breakfast event with a passionate address from Karime Hassan, City Council Chief 

Executive on the future of Exeter. We continue to look at new events and speakers, to ensure that 

our members are kept informed on city and business issues and opportunities. 

Being the city’s voice for business remains our highest priority. We regularly meet with Exeter City 

Council, Devon County Council and Ben Bradshaw MP to discuss issues, express members’ views and 

challenge decisions and policy. We ask that members continue to keep us informed of challenges 

they face, so that we can effectively lobby on their behalf. 

II would like to thank our members for their support. Now, as our city is flourishing despite an 

increasingly challenging and uncertain future for the UK, we need to work together to continue to 

build on the city’s success. 

 

1) The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Monday 13 November 2017 were 

adopted by CL and seconded by AM. 

 

2) Apologies were received from Graham Austin, Julie Hawker, Steve Campion and Laura 

McFadyen. 

 

3) The financial statements for the year ending 31 March 2018 were approved by MP 

LS, Treasurer added that a loss of £6k has been made this year – this is as a result of additional 

spend in Chamber’s 150th year last year.  

MP added that a new strategy will be implemented for the coming year with the aim to boost 

membership numbers and income generation.  

 

4) Graham Austin was re-appointed to the board – CL adopted and NBS seconded 

Matthew Roach was re-appointed to the board – CL adopted and SB seconded 

Mark Pellow was re-appointed to the board – JC adopted and SB seconded 

Andrew McNeilly was re-appointed to the board – SB adopted and DP seconded  

 

5) Resignation was recorded from David Savill who had taken early retirement earlier in the 

year.  



 

 

6) Articles of Association to be approved:  

 Any references to auditors have been removed, this is not required under Companies Act 

2006. 

 

 Any references to a secretary have been removed, this is not required under Companies Act 

2006. 

 

 Point 50 ‘No member shall have any right to inspect any accounting records’ has been 

removed.  

CL adopted and SB seconded all above amendments to Articles of Association.  

 

For 12 months only, Exeter Chamber propose to suspend the article relating to a nine year maximum 

service for board members, with a commitment to reconstitute and recruit new members during 

that time. 

MP proposed approval to suspend. DP seconded.  

MP updated that new Board members will be needed for next year – hopes that keen Chamber 

members will have the interest to step forward for this.  

 

7) AOB 

a. MP proposed for Clodagh Murphy to be appointed to the board. JC seconded 

appointment which was approved by the meeting. 

 

This meeting closed at 6.05pm.  

 

 

  


